It is now time for you to make an approach to your Diocesan Bishop asking him to celebrate a Mass sometime during this year to mark the 45th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council. I attach a letter addressed to your Bishop, please feel free to amend this in any way you wish, the letter has to come from you, people in his diocese.

The next steps 

· One of you to should agree to act as group coordinator.

· All comments or suggested changes to the letter should be sent to the coordinator, who will then finalise the letter.

· I suggest you send a letter not an email

· The letter should list 5 to 10 people as signatories, more if you wish, but it would also be useful if you could collect other signatories, as many as you like and in the sign-off to the letter, list the 5 -10 names and add also signed by 20 more people. This group can be spouses, friends, contacts in your parish or anyone else in the diocese, but it is important for the coordinator to hold a full list. I am sure this will never be asked for but if it was you do need to have it. I suggest you agree a cut-off date by when all signatures are in then the letter should go out. 

· I suggest that the letter is sent to the bishop during week commencing 22 March, if this is not possible leave it until after Easter.

· Assuming that your bishop agrees to this request you will need to give him all the support you can to ensure that the event is successful so you will need to be thinking about how you will publicise it in the diocese, mainly through parishes and organisations.

· Would it be possible to hold a meeting to coincide with the Mass or at another time to discuss the Council and its legacy? A meeting, as we found at the launch meeting, helps to generate enthusiasm. So if possible you should think seriously about a meeting in the diocese, I will help if I can. 

If you are unclear about anything I will try to help as much as I can, so please keep me in the loop but if we are to be successful this can only come from people in each diocese getting involved. 

 

Good wishes

 

Bernard

PS, If I have included anyone who did not want to be included please accept my apologies. If anyone does not want to get involved with this for whatever reason please just let everyone know and you will not be contacted again.

B
Your address for reply

Bishops address 
Date
Dear 
You will of course be well aware that this year sees the 45th Anniversary of the closing of Vatican Council II which has so enriched the life of the Church.

The gradual implementation of the Council Decrees has been a great force for bringing Our Lord’s Church into closer active contact with the world in which we live, helping many of us to see new meaning and practical purpose in our membership.

It would be wonderful if there were to be a Diocesan Mass later in the year to celebrate this anniversary; this would encourage us all not to sit on our laurels as though the work were over. If such an event is not already in the planning stages, we ask you to give this suggestion careful consideration, in the full knowledge that you will have the support of very many of the people in your diocese. A small group of us would be happy to meet with you to discuss this request if you would like us to explain why we are asking for this celebration. 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Yours sincerely,

One name as the point of contact and if possible another named six to ten people and if you have more also, signed by another 20 named people.

Members of the Diocese of 

